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“Nobody in India or anywhere else in Asia 
will misunderstand the presence there of 
American armed forces if they believe, as 
we do at home, that their job is to assure the 
defeat of Japan, without which there can be 
no opportunity for any of us to enjoy or 
expand the freedoms for which we fight.”— 

FRANKLIN D ROOSE- 
VELT, in a press-radio 
conference. 





For those who will not be Mentally Marooned 





















The stolid British have 
ever been peculiarly suscep- 
tible to the mystic “isms” 
and “ologies”. Astrology and 
Numerology number their 
converts in multiplied thou- 
sands. Fortune-tellers do a 
brisk business. “Dream books” 
are hawked everywhere. 


Those who recall the surge 
of Spiritualism toward the 
close of the last war—as evi- 
denced in the leadership of 
Sir Oliver Lodge—will not be 
surprised to learn that this 
cult is once more ascendant 
in the British isles. And 
again the leader is a titled 
Englishman—Sir Hugh Dowd- 
ing, who headed the Fighter 
command of the RAF in the 
historic Battle of Britain. 


Lord Dowding is among 
those who believe that God 
directly intervened to save 
Britain in her hour of travail. 
He was relieved of his post 
shortly after the air crisis, 
for reasons which have never 
been adequately explained. 
Whether an increasing inter- 
est in Spiritualism had any- 
thing to do with his retire- 
ment cannot be said. 


Like Sir Oliver Lodge, 
Dowding claims no _ psychic 
ability. His messagc¢s are re- 
ported to come thru a med- 
jum whose “control” is her 
father, Col Gascoigne, a vet- 
eran of Khartoum, who died 
some yrs ago. Many of these 
“letters” from Col Gascoigne 
have been published. A re- 
cent one asserted, “We have 
been able to prepare your 
weather. . . and to get pre- 


cision and accuracy into the 
bombs you dropped on Ger- 
man headquarters. But when 
your people get the blood lust, 
we cannot work. The Black 
Forces feed on this.” 
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We adventured into the Solomons 
and took the Gilberts because we 
had to. The action was essentially 
defensive, to protect our Australian 
shipping lanes, preclude possibility 
that shipping to that continent 
might be cut off altogether. 

Now, our powerful attack upon 
the Marshall islands may be reck- 
oned as the Ist true offensive action 
in the s-w Pacific. While it is true 
that this is the initial step “on the 
road to Tokio”, the immediate ob- 
jective is somewhat less visionary. 
With these atolls under our con- 
trol, Allied shipping can take a 
more direct course to Australia. 
This has the practical effect of in- 
creasing our tonnage delivery—an 
important consideration, especially 
in the matter of gasoline transport. 
For fuel is the foundation of our 
coming air attacks. 

In contrast with some of our mil- 
itary engagements, the current at- 
tack has been promptly and ade- 
quately reported. 


EASTERN FRONT: Yr ago this 
wk, Germany was in the midst of 
her mourning for “the army of the 
dead” at Stalingrad. Certainly there 
is nothing in the news at this an- 
niversary season to afford basis for 
Teutonic rejoicing. With Russian 
forces already across the Estonian 
border, the possibility looms of an- 
other trapped army of indefinite 
number, in N Russia. 

It has been generally assumed, 
in view of strong Russian attacks, 
that Nazis would exert every effort 


prophesies... 


MARSHALL ISLANDS: We shall attain our objectives. We 
do not anticipate a “minute miracle”, nor do we expect that 
losses will be in proportion to those suffered at Tarawa. 
There’s no precise precedent, since we have never before 
had such concentrated striking power. 


TAX BILL: We anticipate Pres will not sign $2,300,000 
measure when passed by Congress; will let it become law 
without his signature. Bill falls $8 billion short of adminis- 
tration demand. (Willkie probably has not helped chances 
for Republican nomination by plea for heavier taxes.) 





th 


to extricate their troops from the 
Crimea and s Ukraine. This ap- 
peared, militarily, a logical, indeed 
an imperative, move. Now we sug- 
gest, as a distinct possibility, that 
they may intend holding these 
forces as a bulwark against impend- 
ing Allied attack upon Rumania. 
In a sense, this is a dangerous, al- 
most a reckless, risk. But political 
and strategic considerations may 
outweigh the immediate military 
view. It is difficult to think of a 
move that, at this moment, would 
be more damaging to the Nazi 
cause than the loss of Rumania. Not 
only would it signalize a revolt in 
the entire Balkan area, but the loss 
of Rumanian oil would seriously, 
and in time, mortally affect the 
Nazi ability to continue fighting. 


AERIAL WARFARE: There is 
one phase of our attack from the 
air that has not been given much 
publicity: the destruction of hoard- 
ed foodstuffs. A city the size of Ber- 
lin must have had many millions 
of tons of such reserves. It would 
be a physical impossibility to pro- 
tect any considerable part of these 
stores from aerial bombardment. 
The staggering loss will undoubtedly 
play its part in hastening war’s 
conclusion. 


ITALY: Refugees from Rome this 
wk report that Nazis have mined 
principal bldgs, preparatory to re- 
treat. If true, this indicates that 
they are not prepared for an ex- 
tended defense of the Eternal City. 
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“He Who Never Quotes, is Never Quoted”—Charles 


Haddon Spurgeon 








“A soldier who is fit to die FOR 
America, is fit to vote IN America!” 
—Rep Geo H BEnNpER, of Ohio, in 
the House debate on soldier vote 
bill. 

“ ” 

“We face the tremendous risk 
that we shall lose in debt the vic- 
tory we have gained in blood.”— 
WENDELL WILLKIE, advocating that 
taxes be boosted, “beyond any limit 
that we have hitherto imagined 
possible.” 

«e ” 

“There is always a feeling among 
the men that they would like to be 
home. They have not allowed that 
craving to... get them down in 
the dumps.” — Lt-Gen Muiiarp F 
HaRMON, announcing furlough sys- 
tem, as shipping will permit, for 
veterans who have seen two yrs or 
more of service in Pacific. 

“We can either take them, or let 
them wither on the vine.”—Rear- 
Adm RicHMonD K “TuRNER, com- 
menting on atolls n and s of Kwaja- 
lein, in Marshall group. 

“ %” 
..“It’s a matter of manpower short- 
age, container shortage, transporta- 
tion—call it ‘war’ if you will.”—Wm 
HustTer, pres Burger Brewing Co, 
Cincinnati, announcing breweries 
this yr will not make bock beer, 
usual herald of spring. 

“ ” 

“Okay, if I can lift it.”—Franx 
Sinatra, crooner, kidding on score 
of his reputed frailty, when Maj 
MEREDITH WILLSON, at an Army 
benefit performance, suggested that 
Frank elevate the microphone. 





“Retreat farther up the car, ac- 
cording to previously prepared 


plans "—Cheery command of a 
streetcar conductor in Oslo, Norway 
—an obvious parody of Nazi com- 
muniques. 

“ ” 

“It’s the employers, not the men, 
who are seeking deferments. The 
vast majority, even of fathers, are 
quite willing to go when their turn 
comes.”—A St. Louis Draft Board 
official. 

“ ” 

“Nobody has been able to shut up 
a woman since Adam and Eve, and 
I don’t think adhesive tape will do 
it now.”—S D_ jurist, suspending 
sentence on man who tried drastic 
measure on woman who sat in front 
of him at movies. 

“ ” 

“When the gen’l takes us into a 
hot spot, I figure the best thing is 
to go along. . . He’s very good at 
this war racket.” — Lt W H STEv- 
ENsoN, San Antonio, Tex, referring 
to his superior, Brig-Gen THEODORE 
ROOSEVELT (son of famed “Teddy”) 
. . . When Gen Roosevelt 1st app’d 
on Italian front, British field paper, 
Union Jack, ran banner head: 
“President’s Son in Italy!” 


“The customers don’t get enough 
to eat. Sometimes I think they go 
away hungry. Used to be, I give 
two steaks each. One steak is not 
enough, But now I only give one 
steak. It’s the war.’—Sorrowing 
proprietor of Rocky Mtn club, Butte, 
Mont, who still serves ’em big, thick 
and juicy at $1.50. 

iii 93 

“It takes as long to build a cow 
as it does a_ battleship.”—Lovis 
BROMFIELD, novelist and farmer, 
quoted in Look, forecasting a grow- 
ing shortage of butter and milk. 

iii ” 

“What is a _ tavern?”—ELEANOR 
ROOSEVELT, when newswomen asked 
if she approved of mothers taking 
tiny tots to taverns. (She didn’t.) 

Ty ” 

“Congressmen should stop duck- 
ing and dodging and pass a bill that 
gives soldiers a vote. Sure, it’s a 
complex problem, But that’s the 


kind of job congressmen’ were 
elected to do.”—WaRREN H ATHER- 
TON, nat’l commander, American 
Legion. 


“ec ” 


“Pll go along with this drive, but 
I don’t know about the next one.”— 
Emit E Piacek, chairman, Saunders 
(Neb) County War Finance com- 
mittee, peeved because Sec’y Mor- 
genthau blocked his proposal to 
turn over to Selective Service and 
ration boards names of persons who 
refused to buy war bonds. 

“ ”” 

“God did not intend the human 
family to be wafted to heaven on 
flowery beds of ease.” —FRANK KNOX, 
sec’y of Navy. 
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Soldiers’ Views 


RAYMOND CLAPPER 





Native Kansan and veteran 
Washington corespondent, Mr 
Clapper, who has been in the s-w 
Pacific for the past few wks, is re- 
ported killed in an aerial crash. 
The following is on of the last of his 
dispatches cabled to Scripps-How- 
ard Newspapers. 


An Advanced Fighter Base in New 
Guinea: Up here within 20 min of 
the Japs, I have been interested in 
what some of the men think the 
war is all about. 

I have heard many people at 
home, and some officers out here, 
say that American soldiers will be- 
come rabid isolationists after the 
war. Perhaps they will. But I was 
contradicted about that by the men 
at this base. 

A doz or so of them were gather- 
ed around as we signed short snort- 
er bills. I asked their views on 
post-war: 

“There’s been too much isolation 
already,” said Sgt Sam’l Brown, of 
Phila. I had just signed the back of 
a snapshot of Sam and his girl. I 
said: “If you give me her address, 
I'll get in touch with her when I get 
back.” “You don’t get my girl’s ad- 
dress out of me!” said Sam, who is 
redheaded and knows his own mind. 

The gang which had gathered 
round took much the same view 
of world future as had Sam. 

*I don’t believe isolation is prac- 
tical,” said Sgt John Fekete, of the 
Bronx. “We tried it once. I think 
we'll have to crush Germany and 
Japan so they'll never rise again— 
and then police them.” 

Some of the boys say that if Ger- 
many is licked in the spring, Japan 
can be beaten in six mo’s. That is 
far more optimistic than any of the 
higher officers put it, but that’s the 
way it looks to some of the men. 


AMERICANISM 


You can always tell a true Ameri- 
can by his attitude when offered a 
defense job. He turns up his 
sleeves, not his nose—Ray D Ever- 
son, Farmer’s Guide. 


ARTISTRY—in 
Commonplace 


She put the pins on with prac- 
ticed gestures and took care to 
hang the clothes so that the colors 
harmonized or contrasted pleasant- 
ly. . . When she had finished, she 
paused and looked at her work. 
And it came to me that she was as 
much an artist in her way as 
though she had created the whole 
thing on canvas—BeEtTry SMITH 
(Author, A Tree Grows in Brook- 
lyn) “These Simple Things”, The 
Woman, 1-’44. 


AVIATION 


In describing what it feels like 
to fly one of our high-powered 
fighting planes, a pilot said, “You're 
just sitting there with 1000 horses in 
your lap, and a feather in your 
tail."—ErnrE PyLe, syndicated col. 


CHARACTER 


Character is what a man is in 
the dark.—Alerander Animator, hm 
Alexander Film Co. 


CHINESE—Mortality 


More Chinese soldiers die of dis- 
east and malnutrition that from 
Japanese bullets—Enric Sevarerp, in 
a radio broadcast. 


COST-OF-LIVING 


It isn’t so hard to live on a small 
salary if you don’t spend all you 
make trying to keep it a secret.— 
Jas Carr, Louisville Courier-Journal. 


EMPLOYMENT —Post-War 


To some people “full employment” 
means providing a factory job for 
every housewife, garage man, barber 
or worker in other peace-time oc- 
cupations who has gone into muni- 
tions production. Frankly, I do 
not think that can be guaranteed 
in the post-war period by either 
private business or gov’t itself—H 
W PRreEnNTIs, Jr, pres, Armstrong 
Cork Co, 2nd War Congress, Nat’l 
Ass’n of Mfgrs. 


EMPLOYMENT—Women 


One factor in favor of equal pay 
is that it protects the standing of 
men called to the Armed Forces 
and their earning when they ret’n. 
Our company endeavors to give 
equal pay to women actually doing 
equal work—R E GILLMor, pres, 
Sperry Gyroscope Co, in a wage 
conference. 





Lincolnia 


Lincoln was talking with a 
man who couldn’t see the weak 
points in an argument. Suddenly 
he asked: 

“How many legs has a cow?” 


“Four,” was the _ surprised 
reply. 
“That’s right,” said Lincoln. 


“Now, suppose we call the cow’s 
tail a leg. How many legs would 
the cow have then?” 

“Five,” said the other prompt- 
ly. 

“That’s where you’re wrong,” 
explained Lincoln. “Simply call- 
ing a cow’s tail a leg does not 
make it a leg.” 

“ ” 

Of a fellow lawyer, Lincoln 
once said: “He can compress 
the most words into the smallest 
ideas of any man I ever met.” 

“ ” 

Asked whether Mary Todd, 
who became his wife, was from a 
good family, Lincoln responded: 
“The very best. Why the Todds 
spell their name with two d’s; 
one was enough for God.”—Cor- 
onet. 











GENIUS 


The proud father got his son an 
audition with the great Anton Rub- 
instein. When the boy finished 
playing, Rubinstein gave his ver- 
dict: “Well, the boy may have 
genius—I wouldn’t know. But tal- 
ent, he hasn’t got.”—Good House- 
keeping. 


GOD—as Belligerent 


When right is all on our side and 
only our enemies are wrong, then 
Wwe may ask, in the name of His 
justice, “Why doesn’t God fight for 
us?” DonaLp B FLETCHER, “Why 
Doesn’t God Fight?”, The Link, 
vol 2, no 2. 
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INDUSTRY—Post-War 


Machine tool builders with de- 
pressing immediate prospects have 
been approached by Ford Motor 
representatives, armed with auto 
blue prints. “Pick out what you 
want to do, prepare to get started 
right away; we'll get material and 
permission from WPB,” is the Ford 
offer—Iron Age, 1-20-’44. 


INSTRUCTION 


It was coronation day in London. 
As the ceremonies proceeded, a lit- 
tle, old, nervous man was seen pac- 
ing the street in front of Westmin- 
ster Abbey, wringing his hands. 

“What’s the matter?” a bystand- 
er asked. 

The little old man raised upon his 
toes and pointing to the new king, 
said: “Do you see the king yonder? 
Do you see the one who is now 
ruler of the empire upon whose pos- 
sessions the sun never sets? Oh, sir, 
I never felt my unfitness as I do 
at this moment. I taught him, sir! 
I taught him!’—Dr Wma HERSCHEL 
Forp, “The Highest Hour of the 


Highest Office,’ Moody Monthly, 
1-"44, 
OPPORTUNITY 


An ambitious young man asked 
the great merchant for the secret of 
success, 

“There is no easy secret,” replied 
the merchant. “You must jump at 
your opportunity.” 

“But how can I tell when my op- 
portunity comes?” 

“You can’t,” snapped the mer- 
chant. “You have to keep jump- 
ing.”—Credit Executive. 


PATIENCE 


A retailer, annoyed because he 
had to wait several mo’s for a large 
order, wired the mfgr: “Cancel 
order immediately.” 

Back came the response: “Re- 
gret cannot cancel immediately. 
You must take your turn.”—Liberty. 


POW ER—Man’s Use of 


We do not begin to reailze the 
extent to which power controls our 
lives and releases us from drudgery. 
Suppose—fantastic idea!—we should 


_Seek to propel the Queen Mary with 


galley slaves. I once figured it 
would require a number of men 
equal to the total able-bodied male 


population of the U S in the days 
of Thos Jefferson—and of course 
any such weight would sink the 
ship!—Joun A BEKKER, prof Eco- 
nomics, Franklin College. 


PRIDE—of Country 


The Texas-born captain of an all- 
Texas company in N Africa told his 
men: 

“Our job here is to promote 
good neighborliness, among other 
things. We've got to humor the 
natives. If they say Africa is big- 
ber than Texas, agree with them!” 
—Gowen Field Beacon. 


RACES—Negro 


When a leading merchant in the 
Texarkana area, in which there 
is a large Negro population was 
unable to secure clerks, the U S 
Employment Service suggested use 
of Negro clerks to serve Negro cus- 
tomers. Two Negro girls were hired 
with good results. Other local 
stores are now using Negroes for 
sales work.—Jas H Scuu.tz, Man- 
power Review, 1-’44. 





Lend-Lease 


I remember watching them 
bury a couple of British boys out 
in N Africa. They had been 
killed in an American Sherman 
tank while clearing the way for 
American infantry. 

I don’t know how much a 
Sherman tank costs, but that one 
was charged up to the British. I 
have an idea that our troops be- 
hind that tank wouldn’t have 
minded seeing that one marked 
down to a bargain price. It had 
saved a few American lives— 
Epw R Murrow, in a _ “radio 
broadcast from London. 











RATIONING 


When we found out that the new 
OPA tokens will fit turnstiles in the 
traction station here and in other 
cities, we said that if a guy didn’t 
mind doing without pork chops, he 
could travel almost as extensively 
as Mrs Roosevelt. We were kidding, 
of course. After all, they are only 
coining about a half a billion of 
the things——OLLIE M James, Cincin- 
nati Enquirer. 


Con fid chttal ly 
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In announcing stringent new eli- 
gibility requirements for issuance 
of new passenger-car tires, OPA 
points out that Feb supply will be 
at least a quarter of a million short 
of eligible demand. This means that 
local boards will have to arbitrarily 
decide which car owners (among 
the eligibles) should have priority. 
Tighter eligibility standards are un- 
doubtedly coming. They’ll be de- 
termined on basis of purpose for 
which car is used, rather than dis- 
tance driven. Practically speaking, 
no “A” card holder can get new 
tires for mo’s to come. Only “B” 
card holders eligible will be those 
with high essential rating. 

As we've pointed out before, wild 
life is increasing rapidly, due to 
shortage of ammunition. Several 
states are again offering large 
bounties on “varmints.” Mich last 
yr paid out $35,975 to hunters and 
trappers. And here’s the _ ironic 
touch: payment was made from the 
game protection fund! 

Several state Dep’ts of Public 
Health say they will not issue usual 
annual reports on state of public 
health, since statistics would be 
meaningless due to population 
shifts, influx of military and indus- . 
trial personnel, etc. In gen’l, there’s 
rise in children’s diseases, in the 
more congested areas. Maternity 
and infant deaths are above average. 

Shortly after Pearl Harbor, OWI 
suggsted to Hollywood that high 
percentage of its extras shown in 
contemporary group scenes be 
dressed in military uniform. Idea 
was to “develop war consciousness.” 
Now comes another directive re- 
versing the earlier suggestion. It’s 
back to civilian attire for the ex- 
tras. The movie-makers don’t un- 
derstand—but they’re complying. 

And there’s the Minneapolis ad- 
vertiser who, this wk, described 
shipment of maternity dresses as 
“distinctly feminine.” 
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News of the New 


ARMY: Jungle troops now have 
“water wings” fabricated from cot- 
ton and .rubber-like plastic. Each 
soldier carries pr folded in enve- 
lope. When he reaches jungle 
stream or swampy area where mis- 
step might plunge him in water 
over his head, he inflates “wings”, 
tucks them under armpits, keeping 
them in place by buttoning blouse. 
May also be used to carry extra 
water, or inflated to serve as pillow. 

“ ” 

MEDICINE: War Dep’t reports 
show almost complete victory over 
diseases subject to treatment by 
inoculation. Sufficient time has now 
elapsed for adequate test. China- 
Burma-India record: no cholera, 
tetanus, smallpox; one case typhus, 
not fatal; 12 cases typhoid, one 
death. Middle East and N Africa: 
4 mild cases typhus, no deaths. This 
is breeding ground for typhus and 
severe civilian epidemics have been 
reported. 

American servicemen in _ tropics 
are now provided with individual 
“snake-bite” kits, a plastic contain- 
er with materials for quick treat- 
ment—tourniquet, bandages, iodine 
and ammonia capsules, a small 
knife for opening wound, a power- 
ful pump to suck venom from it. 

“ ” 

PRODUCTS: Army has discon- 
tinued use of steel, ret’d to brass in 
making artillery shell cases. Esti- 
mated saving $1 million a yr in 
man and machine hrs. Change 
made possible by cutbacks in brass 
small arms ammunition. 

Next canning season will bring 
new-type jar-sealing ring, made of 
a vulcanizable linseed oil compound. 

“ ” 

SOCIOLOGY: Dr E M Jellinek, 
director, School of Alcohol Studies, 
Yale U, reports exhaustive tests in- 
dicate craving for alcohol is not in- 
herited biologically. “Sociological 
and cultural factors exert far great- 
er influence than heredity.” 

TRANSPORTATION: Manufac- 
turers believe speedboats with small 
engines (a war development) will 
largely replace cumbersome, unsat- 
isfactory outboard motors in post- 
war period. Laying plans for radical 
new designs. 


RATIONING 

One of the questions on an exam 
paper confronting Cpl Everett 
Macey, at Bradley Field, Conn, was: 
“What is gasoline?” His answer: 
“A rationed substance.” — Yank, 
Army newspaper. 





Lincoln’s Land 

On the day Abraham Lincoln 
died, my father and some of his 
friends at a German university 
were discussing America. “Some 
day,” said one, “I would like to 
go to that land of gold.” Anoth- 
er said, “I would like to go to 
that land of steel.” Another 
wanted to visit the land of cot- 
ton. 

My father spoke, then: “I 
want to live in the land of Lin- 
coln!” 

Ten yrs later, he came to 
Amcrica.—STEPHEN S WISE, “J Am 
An American!” (Alliance) . 











RATIONING 

Perhaps an award for the ulti- 
mate in crust should go to an 
anonymous Pittsburgh man who 
telephoned the OPA office to settle 
a problem in ethics: 

“How much should I pay for gas- 
oline C coupons?” he asked. “I can 
get some at 8c and all I want at 10. 
If I buy at 10 c, would that be help- 
ing inflation?”—Washington Star. 


RECREATION 

I don’t care for night-club danc- 
ing—it’s simply lifting one’s eye- 
brows in time to the music.—PavuL 
HENREDD, Photoplay. 


RECREATION—German 

You can get no reliable informa- 
tion from German newspapers these 
days as to the effects of the Allied 
air blitz. But sometimes these 
propaganda sheets are unconscious- 
ly revealing. A late Nov issue of 
Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung car- 
ried ads of some three doz Berlin 
theatres and cinemas. A month 
later, the number was reduced to 
half-a-doz. An issue shortly after 
the holidays carried no theatre ads 
at all. 


RELIGION—Sharing 

If a man has any religion he must 
either give it away—or give it up. 
—BIsHoP WHATELY. 


RESOURCEFULNESS 


Father Hyland of “The Church of 
the Good Thief” at Dannemorra 
Prison, tells of a trusty who follow- 
ed with interest his campaign for 
funds to complete the church. 

“Father, how much do you need?” 
the trusty asked. 

“Ten thousand dollars,” 
Father Hyland. 

“Ill get it!” the trusty volun- 
teered. “Just give me two nights 
and two guns!”—LEonaRD Lyons, 
syndicated col. 


replied 


SAFETY—and Patriotism 


State traffic cops in New Jersey 
now have an effective method of 
dealing with reckless speeders who 
endanger lives and burn up price- 
less rubber. They not only ask the 
violator for his car registration 
ticket, but add sarcastically, “Let’s 
see your Bund registration, too.” 





“I am impatient for 
the time to come when 
retribution can be met- 
ed out to the Japa- 


nese heathen — brutes 
and beasts in the form of man, but 
only in form. I hope that the 
United Nations will see to it that 
everyone guilty of these revolting 
atrocities is punished—punished as 
tho caught red-handed in murder 
upon the streets of our cities.”"—Sen 
ALBEN BaRKLEY, of Ky. 
cure those that have cP?) 
already been commit- 
ted. This is just one more good 
reason to try to stop this hideous 
war and solve our problems with a 


negotiated peace.”—Miss Bessie SI- 
MON, sec’y, Peace Now movement. 


“ ” 
“War makes _ such 
atrocities possible. Fur- 
ther atrocities will not 


SCARCITY 


QUARTERBACK: What you get if you 
give the clerk 25c and ask for 
marshmallows.—Louisville Courier- 
Journal, 
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The Russian and His Goats 


WALTER DURANTY 


They tell a story of a rich mer- 
chant, just after the Russian revo- 
lution. That is, he had been a rich 
merchant, but he’d lost everything 
and was living in one small room 
with his wife and son and daugh- 
ter-in-law, and their two brats who 
were spoiled and peevish. They 
hadn’t much to eat, and the mer- 
cuaut felt worse and worse. He was 
a pious old boy, so he went to his 
priest and said, “Father, I am go- 
ing to kill myself. My soul may go 
to hell, but my life here is hell.” 

The priest stroked his beard in 
thought, then asked abruptly, “Have 
you any money?” 

“T have a little.” 

“Take it and buy a goat.” 

The merchant protested, but the 
priest was insistent. “Do as I tell 
you and come back in a wk.” 

In a wk the merchant ret’d. His 
face was haggard and wan, his 
clothes shaggy and dirty. He said, 
“Father, it’s worse than ever. Now, 
I really shall kill myself. That hor- 
rible, stinking goat ...I simply 
can’t bear it.” 

“Buy another goat and come back 
in a wk,” the priest counseled. 

This time the merchant almost 


crept in on all fours. He looked like 
a scarecrow. “Father,” he gasped, “I 
am finished. Why should you tor- 
ture me so? Those goats in one 
small room—they’re fighting all the 
time. My wife has taken to her bed. 
My daughter-in-law has hysterics 
half the time. This is the last time 
you'll see me. I go to find peace 
in death.” 

“Sell one of the goats,” said the 
priest, “and come back in a wk.” 

The merchant wasn’t spruce, but 
his cheeks were ruddy. He walked 
in with a bit of a swing. “I sold 
that goat at a profit,” he said. “He 
was the worst of the two. The other 
one’s bad enough, but at least we 
have room to move.” 

“Sell the other goat,” said the 
priest, “and come back in a wk.” 

This time the merchant entered 
smiling, rubbing his hands. His hair 
and beard were combed, his eyes 
bright, his clothing brushed and 
neat. “Father, you saved my life!” 
he cried heartily. “The 2nd goat 
brought more than the Ist. We had 
a terrible time cleaning up, but the 
room is now neat. I bought some 
meat in the mkt, and a bottle of 
vodka. My wife is making a stew 
and hopes you will join us for din- 
ner.”—Vogue, 1-15-44. 








SPEECH—Speaking 


Dr Preston Bradley, of Peoples 
Church tells of the time he was 
invited to speak to a community 
group. A collection was taken and 
the chairman offered Dr. Bradley a 
substantial portion as his fee. 


“Thank you,” said Dr. Bradley, 
“but I’d rather not accept it. What 
do you usually do with this money?” 


“We put it in our special fund,” 
the chairman replied. 


“And what’s the 
for?” 

“Oh, that’s so we'll have money 
to get better speakers next yr!”’— 


Sypney J Harris, 
News. 


speciai fund 


Chicago Daily 
“ ” 


Too often a speaker will take a 
10-min idea and string it out for 
40 min. We like the fellow who has 
a 40-min idea and delivers it in 10 
min.—Banking. 





mph 


The time will come when peo- 
ple will travel in stages moved 
by steam engines, from one city 
to another, almost as fast as 
birds fly—15 or 20 miles per hr. 
—OLIveR Evans, in 1813, quoted 
in Good Housekeeping. 











VIEW POINT 

Benj West, speaking of Gilbert 
Stuart, a painter famed for his 
beautiful coloring, said to his pu- 
pils: “It’s no use to steal Stuart’s 
colors; if you want to paint as he 
does, you must steal his eyes!”— 
Sunday School World. 


WAGES—in Wartime 

“What's this, Sam? You sweep- 
ing up yourself?” 

“Why not? For what I pay my 
help, I can’t afford to have them 
do it."—Caption under a WortTmMan 
cartoon. 





¥ esteryear 


The Next War — 
Wooprow WILSON 


Twenty yrs ago this wk (Feb 3,’24) 
Wooprow Witson died. But his ideas 
and ideals live on. Indeed they have 
jar greater strength and validity to- 
day than they had two decades ago. 
Time has given us a truer perspect- 
tive. It has vindicated a great seer 
who beheld in the aftermath of the 
last war, the shadows of a new and 
more terrible conflict. This excerpt 
is from Mr Wilson’s last public ut- 
terance as President of the United 
States—an address delivered extem- 
poraneously at Pueblo, Colo, on the 
afternoon of Sept. 26, ’19. 


Stop for a moment to think about 
the next war. For I can predict with 
absolute certainty that within an- 
other generation there will be an- 
other world war... 


The next war would have to be 
paid for in American blood and 
American money. The nation of all 
nations that is most interested to 
prevent the recurrence of what has 
already happened is the nation 
which would assuredly have to bear 
the brunt of that great catastrophe. 


It is not likely that, with the de- 
pleted resources of the great fight- 
ing nations of Europe, there will be 
another war soon, but, unless we 
concert measures to prevent it, there 
will be another and final war just 
about the time these children come 
to maturity. . 


I do not hesitate to say that the 
war we have just been thru, tho it 
was shot thru with terror of every 
kind, is not to be compared with 
the war we would have to face next 
time. There were destructive gases, 
methods of explosive destruction, 
unheard of during this war, which 
were just ready for use when the 
war ended ... What the Germans 
used were toys compared with what 
would be used in the next war. Ask 
any soldier if he wants to go thru 
a hell like that again. The soldiers 
know what the next war would be. 
...I am for any kind of insurance 
against a barbaric reversal of civil- 
ization. 
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Rhode Island is full of soldiers 
from all over the country. The other 
day a westerner, a southerner, and 
a boy from Iowa sat gazing out to 
sea—and talking about week-end 
leaves. 

The westerner said he’d like to 
spend his swushin’ around in the 
surf. 

The southerner said to give him 
48 hrs in Providence, a few beers 
and a few gals... 

The kid from Iowa put his hands 
under his head and gazed dreamily 
at the sky. 

“If I had the use of a tractor 
this wk-end,” he said, “I could plow 
up this whole durned state as pretty 
as you please "—Providence Eve- 
ning Bulletin. — 


“ ” 


Talking to a group of small 
youngsters during a vacation Bible 
school, a pastor sought to empha- 
size God’s loving and protecting 
care by drawing a familiar parallel. 

“Now, I wonder,” he said, “if any 
of you can tell what a shepherd 
does for his sheep besides feeding 
them?” 

“I know,” said practical Tommy. 
“He shears them.” — Protestant 
Voice. 

“ce ” 

A bellboy escorted a newly-arrived 
couple to their room. After pulling 
up the blinds, switching on the 
lights, etc, he explained, “This is 
your radio,” turning the instrument 
to demonstrate. The first words 
from the loud-speaker were: 

“Now, open your purse.” 

The lady looked at the surprised 
bellboy, and asked, “Does it always 
do that?” 

He hastily assured her the hint 
was entirely coincidental, pocketed 
his tip, and got the heck out of 
there—Cuas F Danver, Pittsburgh 
Press. 


< 


Lucius Beebe tells this story of 
Mrs. Jack Gardiner, long-time so- 
cial leader of Boston. Scheduled to 
sail on the old Devonian, for a pil- 
grimage to England, Mrs. Gardiner 
was seen hurrying down the gang- 
plank, as the ship was about to cast 
off. 

“I looked over the sailing list,” 
she explained, “and saw there were 
32 Cabots on board. I realized that 
was too much of a temptation to 
God, so I decided to get right off!” 
Woman’s Home Companion. 


(s00d 


YOU 


I LAUGHED AT THIS ONE 


HuGH GIBSON 


American Diplomat 


There is a_ simple, hearty, 
realistic strain in the people of 
Argentina which is a constant 
delight to the visitor. Even the 
presumably sophisticated city 
dweller senses his dependence 
upon, and gives his unstinted 
affection to the land and its 
produce. 


A writer from the States once 
paused to admire a picture in 
one of the exclusive clubs of 
Buenos Aires. “That must be a 
valuable painting,” he hazarded. 


“Oh, it is,” replied his host. 
“It cost more than 2000 cows!” 








A little girl was taken to the zoo 
by her father. They stood before 
the lion’s cage and the father ex- 
plained how fierce and strong lions 
were, and how they would attack 
and devour human beings. 


The little girl looked thoughtfully 
at the lion. Then she said: “Daddy, 
if a lion got out of the cage and 
ate you up, what number pus would 
I have to take to get home?”’— 
Tatler & Bystander (London). 


“ %” 


“I guess I’m just a little pebble 
in your life,” said the diffident one, 
disparagingly. 

“Well,” responded the practical 
miss, “why not be a little boulder?” 
—Jobber Topics. 


“ ” 


Mose, an enlisted man, shivered 
as he paced his sentry beat on an 
Alaskan airfield. A passing officer 
paused to ask: “Where are you 
from soldier?” 


“Ah’s from Alabama, suh,”’ said 
Mose, “but when dis heah wah is 
ovah, Ah ain’ nevah goin’ t’ be from 
dar no mo’!”—Wall St Journal. 


Stories 


CAN USE... 


“How far is it from here to the 
Army camp?” a weary, foot-sore re- 
cruit asked a neighboring farmer. 

“Well,” the agriculturist hesitated, 
“I jedge it’s bout 5 mi, as the crow 
flies.” 

“And how far is it,” the recruit 
persisted, “if the blankety-blank 
crow has to walk and carry 50 Ibs 
of equipment?” 





WISECRACKS 
of the Week 


Chamberlain should see the new 
type of umbrella the airforce is 
carrying to Munich.—Minneap- 
olis Star-Journal. 

“ ” 

A hick town is one where there 
is no place to go where you 
shouldn’t be.—Ros’t QUILLEN. 


« ” 


The Russians aren’t boasting 
much about their successess. 
They’re satisfied to keep their 
traps shut—on the Germans.— 
N Y World-Telegram. 


“ ” 


Turning in your War Bonds is 
the worst kind of capital punish- 
ment.—Capper’s Wkly. 











From down at Camp Shelby an 
inductee, midway in his basic train- 
ing, sends this heartening word to 
doting parents: “I am doing so well 
that my Drill Sergeant has com- 
pletely forgotten my name—I hope 
and pray.” 


“ ” 


Two American soldiers in Egypt 
lived for mo’s on dehydrated beef, 
dehydrated milk, dehydrated butter 
and vegetables. Visiting a Cairo 
museum they saw their lst mummy. 

“This is going too far,” said one. 
“Now they’re dehydrating women!” 
—Army & Navy Jnl. 





